Algorithm for the Hebrew Article

S. S. Rives (To Do: Add Mnemonics)

1. Attach 57 to the noun to be made definite

2.The % drops before the first letter of the noun

Reason: Vowelless 5 assimilates

a.If that letter is in {f,n,7,0} then article =7}

Reason: Dissimilation

b.else if letter is in {,p,8,7} then  article =i}

Note: {p,8,7} = weaker gutturals
Reason: Compensatory Lengthening

c. else article = 1}

If the first letter is a guttural and we get here, we have virtual doubling or doubling by

implication (implicit DF).

3.Add w37 (:) to first letter of noun unless the letter
is in {1,,7,n,7,8} or 19" npo letters — having vocal :;:
the DF may drop

Reason: Assimilation of 5 causes compensative DF

4. After adding the article, the following common

words revert to a :: under the first letter of the noun:
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