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Welcome to the NelsorAtkins Art Museum

This booklet is a companion for otour of the museum. Our goal is to explore theiseun{ @ncient
colledion of artifacts in order to discovevhere ancientcultures and scripturemeet. Ancient cultures
consist of aichitecture, temples,kings,roads, horses, landarming, trade money, jewelry, clothing,
pottery, writing, history, covenants, and all the rest, diegd intoBiblical studies. As we palpse

attention to thesedetailsc eventhe detaisfouy R Ay Yl yal a / A G@eewldlbey2 RSai
observingancientnorms and patterng and theseshed light on thesacred texts. Our Bible isaaitten
record birthed in the context of the variouperiodsrepresentedin the NelsorAtkins Museum

Moses was raised Egyptian, Abraham was from Ur, Judah was in Babylon, Jesusdir&bmarnrule,
and the church finds itself scattered throughout tiole world. In each instancéhose varied
badkgrounds inform and contribute to our understanding of Gbi$ Word, andhis people

The conviction behind this tour is thtte culture rediscovered by archaeologyads illuminating ray
that shines on the pages &fcripture. The Bible is the inerrant and authoritative Word of God, and
historical studies hel us to hear and interpret that Word as we seeletgoy our Triune Godly it.

Getting our bearings

In this Tour, we will be arkingfrom Three Conceptual Sets d¥laps.

Map#1: The Physicalorld, Lands and Geography
Map#2: TheHistoryof Kings, Kirdpms, Peoples and Ideas
Map#3: Redemption

Along the way, you need to keep in mind @rke we are on each of thEhree Maps, as it were especially
as we discuss the relationshipDf2 R Q& | Re@ddmyti to/wdrld Geographyand the rise and fall
of Kings and Kngdoms The map of Redemption ike one thatall others server, and divides world
history into epochs:From GardenCreationto K dzY I Y A (i @ Q& , fraiiniihie @atdenAtiacktd 2 R
Noah, from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses and the lssdcbmthe Exodus to Captivity
andBabyloniarExile, from Persia to Romigom Rome and r?Temple Judaism tthe Cross. And itis
from Cross to Empty tomb that thgreatdivision is establisheldetweenthe Old and New Covenant
We will move from mosancien to most recent, as follows:

Abraham in Ur

Israel in Egypt

The Exodus

Israeland the Divided Kingdoin Canaan
Judah returning from Captivity

Judah before the time of Jesu

Christianity in the Roman World

Medieval Christianity

Christianity Todayrad PostModern Worldviews
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Pre-Tour Briefing

Ur Jewelry and Abraham
Therelevant artifactshave been moveffom the Nelson Museum, but | leave this section in plaseve
3SG 2dz2NJ 06SEFNAyYy3IaAaz: F2NIAG 6+ a GKS LINPgypk &S G2 ! 6 NI K

Kneeling Deity from Lagash, 2125 BC

Foundation Peg: The god holds the
temple in place.

[]

Babylonia
at the time of

Hammurabi
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Genesis 17’ Now these are the

descendants of Terah. Terah was the

father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran;

and Haran was thfather of Lot.?®

Haran died before his father Terah in

the land of his birth, in Ur of the

Chaldeans?® Abram and Nahor took

wi ves; the name of Abr
Sarai, and the name of
was Milcah. She was the daughter of

Haran the father dflilcah and Iscah.

%0Now Sarai was barren; she had no

child. ** Terah took his son Abram

and his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughtera w Sar ai , hi s son Abr a
they went out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land oaQana when they

came to Haran, they settled thefeThe days of Terah were two hundred fixgars; and Terah

died in Haran.
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Stephen, as he appeals to : N il ARy Cossg.j'em
the story of the Kingdom of % % Aoy

God, he goes back to
Abraham:

Acts 7:1Then the high
priest asked :
these tPRANchgs o e "
Stephen repliedd Br o't

and fathers, listentome. N
The God of glory appeared
to our ancestor Abraham
when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he
lived in Haran?and said
to him, OLea
country and your relatives
and go to the | arThenthélefthe cbuntry bfithe Chaltleans any setled &

Haran. After his father died, God had him move from there to this country in which you are now
living.°He did not give him any of it as a heritag
it to him as s possession and to his descendants after him, even though he had rfié\akiild.

God spoke in these terms, that his descendants would be resident aliens in a country belonging to
others, who would enslave them and mistreat them during four hundred years.

Chaldeans

Persicin
Gulf

f’/',/ 0  100Mi

£l Se 0 100Km.
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History is explained in Redemptive
Epochs, including the Call of Abraham
and the Time oEgyptianSlavery.




Egypt: The Two Lands

A trading ship returning
from 2 trip to export
papyrus, grain
and linen

A ship bringing imports
of wood and tin

ship bringing 2

1mports of wine
R and silver_AN\_
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Upper
Egypt
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The fertile strips running
either side of the Nile 5
show the extent to which

the river tioods each year. l’h“

salt, dates and reeds
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EGYPT
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Stop 1. Israel in Egypt Nefertiti, Akhenaten (Amenhotep 1V)

Queen Nefertiti:1370c-133M&Bc

Nefertiti was wife of Pharaoh Amenhotep, Whose name meandmen is satisfied Amen/Amun was
worshiped in Thebes (the powerbase of the priests).

Religious Renovations

AmenhoteplVtakesthe name,
Akenatend ! 1Sy A& & K:¢
surg) and moves capital from Thebes
to Akhetaten (Amarna). Theew city
was soordemolished and

abandoned

1. Polytheism

2. Henotheism (worship of one
god, while accepting that
others can worship other
gods).

3. Monolatry (accepts existence
of other godsput only one is
worthy of worshp)

4. Monotheism(belief in one

deity)




A Ciy and aCache ofClay Tablets (the Amarngketters)

Providentially, this period, this city (its abandonment) and the resulting excavations have granted us
great insight into Canaan (and the Habiru). Thisintroductioby{ Kf 2 Y2 LT NRStf 2F ¢St
the model is from the University of Cambridge, www.AmarnaProject.com.

The Amarna tablets are named after the site Tell el - Amarna (in middle Egypt)
where they were discovered. The first Amarna tablets were found by local
inhabitants in 1887. They form the majority of the corpus. Subsequent

excavations
at the site
have yielded
less than 50
out of the
382 itemized
tablets and
fragments
which form
the Amarna
corpus known
to date.

The majority
of the Amarna
tablets are
letters.

These letters
were sent to
the Egyptian

Pharaohs
Amenophis IlI
and his son Akhenaten around the middle of the 14th century B.C. The
correspondents were kings of Babylonia, Assyria, Hatti and Mitanni, minor
kings and rulers of the Near East at that time, and vassals of the Egyptian

Empire.

Almost immediately following their discovery, the Amarna tablets were

deciphered, studied and published. Their importance as a major source for the

knowledge of the history and politics of the Ancient Near Ea st during the
14th Century B.C. was recognized. The tablets presented several difficulties

to scholars. The Amarna tablets are written in Akkadian cuneiform script and

present many features which are peculiar and unknown from any other Akkadian

dialect. Th is was most evident in the letters sent from Canaan, which were

written in a mixed language (Canaanite - Akkadian). The Amarna letters from
Canaan have proved to be the most important source for the study of the

Canaanite dialects in the pre - Israelite period



A Letter from AbduHeba of Jerusalen(EA 286)

To the king, my Lord, thus speaks AbHeba, your servant.

At the feet of the king, my Lord, seven times and seven times |
prostrate myself. What have | done to the king, my Lord? They
blame me before thang, my Lord, saying: " AbciHeba has
rebelled against the king, my Lord ". | am here, as far as | am
concerned, it was not my father, nor my mother, who put to me
in this position; the arm of the powerful king lead me to the
house of my father! Why wodll commit a transgression

against the king, my Lord.

While the king, my Lord, lives, | will say to the commissioner

of the king, my Lord: " Why do you favour the Hapiru and are
opposed to the rulers? " And thus | am accused before the king,
my Lord. Becase it is said: " Lost are the territories of the king,
my Lord ". Thus am | calumniated before the king, my Lord!

But may the king, my Lord know, that, when the king sent a
garrison, Yanham(irhe Egyptian commissioner in Palestine
seized everything, andthe land of Egypt... Oh king, my Lord, there are no garrison troops here!
(Therefore), the king takes care of his land! May the king take care of his land! ! All the
territories of the king have rebelled; llimilku caused the loss of all the territdribe &ing. May

the king take care of his land!

| repeat:
Allow me
to enter
the
presence
of the
king, my
Lord, and
let me
look into
both eyes
of the
king, my
Lord. But
the
hostility
B : against
me is strong, and | cannot enter the presence of the king, dyMawy t he king send garrison
troops, in order that | may enter and look into the eyes of the king, my Lord. So certain as the
king, my Lord, lives, when the commissioners come, | will say: Lost are the territories of the
king. Do you not hear to me? Alie rulers are lost; the king, my Lord, does not have a single
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ruler left. May the king direct his attention to the archers, and may the king, myseod!,

troops of archers, the king has no more lands. The Hapiru sack the territories of the king. If the
are archers (here) this year, all the territories of the king will remain (intact); but if there are no
archers, the territories of the king, my Lord, will be lost!

To the king, my Lord thus writes Abeldeba, your servant. He conveys eloquent wordkeo t
king, my Lord. All the territories of the king, my Lord, are lost.

Amenhotep IVAkhenaten(d.1334) Tutankhaten:Tutankamen(1341¢1323)
Heretic King TutankatenDefender of Orthodoxy

Stop 2: Ramases andThe Exodus

19th DynastyPharaoh Dates
Ramesses | 1292-1290
Seti | 1290- 1279
Ramesses Il the Great 1279-1213
Merneptaho ¢ L A NI St Q& 131%& 33 0
Amenmesse 1203-1199
Seti Il 1199-1193
Siptah 1193-1187
Twosret 1187¢ 1185
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But when was the Exodus?

Option 1: The Exodus Under Rameses?
Exodus £"Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Jos&gé.said to

his people, ALook, the Israelite peopl e a
we.'°Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, oeytwill increase and, in the event of
war, join our enemies and fi YFherefmegai nst u

they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply
cities, Pithom and Rameses, for PharddBut themore they were oppressed, the
more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites

Option 2: Under Thutmose 111?

1 Kings 61n the480thyear after the people of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in
thedthyearof Sb omondés reign over I srael, in the
month, he began to build the house of Ya@iWEH.

1. Solomonreigned from 978@c - 928c
2. The 4" year of his reign = 96&c
3. 480 years earlier 14478c

18" DynastyPharaoh Datesof Reim
Ahmose | (Nebpehtyre) 15508c T 15258C
Amenhotep | (Djeserkare) 15258c T 15048C
Thutmose | (Akheperkare) 15048c T 14928C
Thutmose Il Akheperenre) 14928c T 14798C
Thutmose Il (Menkheperre) 14798c T 14258C
Hatshepsut (Maatkare) 14798c 1 14578C
Amenhotep Il (Akheperure) 1427sc i 1401BC
Thutmose IV (Menkheperure) 1401sc T 1391scC
Amenhotep Il (Nebmaatre) 1391eci 1353BC

Akhenater{Neferkheperurevaenrg¢ 1353sci 1334sc
Smenkhkare (Ankhkheperure)  1336eci 1334Bc
Tutankhanun (Nebkheperure) 13348c 1 13258C
Kheperkheprure Ay 1325ec i 1321BC
Horemheb (Djeserkheperure) 1321Bci 12928c

Option 3: Ahmose I/Amenhotep | ?

10



Acts 13fi Y o u | sanceothérs whefear God, listéhiThe God of this people

Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great during their stay in the land of

Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out ofFor about forty years he put up

with them in the witlerness*® After he had destroyed seven nations in the land of

Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritRiieeabout four hundred fifty

years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet S&hiiein

they asked for a king; artdod gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of

Benjamin, who reigned for forty yeafdWhen he had removed him, he made David
their king. I n his testimony about him he
a man after my heart, who wahrry out all my wishes.

David(~1000 B¢+ Saul & w S A Beforedhe Judges (450 ) + Judges (???) + Wilderness (40)
1000 + 40 + 450 + ??? + 40 = 1000 + 490 + 40 = 100G-41530

What takes precedenceNlumbers or Names?

Note: 480 =40 * 1.2

LXXhas 460

Stop 3: Hieroglyphs : Translating Meteti and Ramases

Introduction to Hieroglyphs

Translating Ramase$&ee attached workskets with translation exercises

11



Stop 4: Superior Technology and the Rise of Assyrian Dominance

| @4 Jerusalem
Ancient Assyria
(850 B.C.)

200 miles
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Step 5: Ashurnasirpa 1l z Israel Prepares for Assyria
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e |saiahb In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw

the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the

hem of his robe filled the templ&Seraphs were in

attendance above him; each had six wings: with two
theycovered their faces, and with two they covered

their feet, and with two they flewAnd one called
toanotherandsaidi Hol y, hollLorp hol y i
of hosts;t he whol e earth is full

“Thefoundationpivotson the thresholds shook at
the voices of those who called, and the house filled
withsmoke’And | said: fAWoe is me
| am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the
King, theLorbofh ost s! 0
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a
live coal that had been taken from the altar with a
pair of tongs! The seraphouched my mouth with it
and said: fANow that this ha:
guilt has departed and yoursinisbl&dd out . O
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Assyrian Kings

Adadnirari Il 912- 891 BC
Tukulti-Ninurta Il 891-884 BC
Ashur-nasir-pal Il 884- 859 BC
Shalmaneser Il 859- 824 BC

First Assyrian king to come in conflict with Israel. Ahab
fought him. Jehu paid tribute to him

ShamshiAdad V 822-811 BC

Shammuramat 811- 808 BC(regent)

Adad-nirari Il 811- 783 BC

Shalmaneser IV 783-773 BC

AshurDan Il 773-755 BC

Ashurnirari V 755- 745 BC

Tiglath-Pileser I 745-727 BC
"Pul' He carried North Israel intcaptivity, 734 B.C.
Isaiah 7; Il Kings 15:120

Shalmaneser V 727-709 BC

Besieged Samaria and died in the siege.
Sargon |l 722- 705 BC (Ceregency with Shalmaneser V)
Completed destruction of Samaria and Israel's captivity.
Sargon | was a Babyloni&ing of 2000 years earlier. Il
Kings 17:5. Massive deportation of people who refuse
to be good vassalssaiah 20:1(University of Chicago!)
Sennacherib 705- 681 BC
Burned Babylonl Chron. 32. Defeated by an angel
before Jerusalem in 701 B.Gafh 37:3338)

Esarhaddon 681- 669 BC

Rebuilt Babylon. Congquered Egypt (Nahum 3). Was one
of the greatest of Assyrian kings. Isaiah 37:38
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Ashurnasirpal Il

Great King of AssyridBuilder of Nimrud (Calah)

Nimrud is the Arabic name. The ancient nanses Calah, or Kalah. The Arabs called it Nimrud after
Nimrod, themighty hunterwe read of in scripturgfather of Ashur (Assur), the whose name explains
why Assyrians are called Assyrians.

Genesis 10

! These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth; sons were born
to them after the flood.
2The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, andTFes.
sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarrfihe sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish,
Kittim, and Dodanim? From these the coastland peoples spread. These are the sons of
Japheth in their lands, each with his own language, by their families, in their nations.
®The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, @ahaan’ The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah,
Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Cestabecame the
father of Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty fHda.was a mighty hunter
before the_orp; thereforeitis ai d, @ALi ke Ni mr od kormitfghet y hun
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, and Accad, all of them in the land of $hinar.
From that land he went into Assyria, and built Nineveh, Rehelbp@alah [modern name:
Nimrud /Nimr od], and**Resen between Nineveh a@dlah; that is the great city>Egypt
became the father of Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Népiim, **Pathrusim, Casluhim
(whence came the Philistines), and Caphtorim.
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This next picture shows the entrance ta K dzNJ/ | & AbbteJthis was lpaihted by Frederick Cooper,
1850).

An inscription was carved across the surface of each of the large stone relief panels that lined the
walls of the Northwest Palace. This text is now called the Standard Inscription because it is repeated with
only minor variations on each slab. It is written from left to right in the Neo-Assyrian dialect of Akkadian, a
Semitic language. The wedge-shaped script is known as cuneiform, after the Latin word cuneus
("wedge"). Each of the cuneiform signs denotes an individual syllable. The Standard Inscription describes
the reign of Ashurnasirpal Il, his role as the priest and ruler chosen by the gods, his royal lineage,
successful military campaigns, and the royal building activity in the city of Kalhu (Nimrud). Throughout the
text, Ashurnasirpal is lauded as the invincible ruler of Assyria, the king of the world. The translation that
follows is adapted from Samuel M. Paley, King of the World: Ashurnasirpal 1l of Assyria 8837 859 B.C.

(New York: The Brooklyn Museum, 1976), pp. 12571 44.

WA Ty BT

(Ashurnasirpal)
(The Great King)
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[Location] The palace of Ashurnasirpal,

[Lineage of the King] chief priest of Ashur, the chosen one of Enlil and Ninurta, the favorite of Anu and
Dagan, the divine weapon of the Great Gods, the potent king, the king of the world, the king of Assyria;
the son of Tukulti-Ninurta, the great king, the potent king, the king of the world, the king of Assyria; the
son of Adad-nirari, the king of the world, the king of Assyria;

[The Heroic Warrior] the powerful warrior who always lived by [his trust] in Ashur, his lord; who has no
rival among the princes of the four quarters of the earth; [who is] the shepherd of his people, fearless in
battle, the overpowering tidewater who has no opponent; [who is] the king, subjugator of the
unsubmissive, who rules the total sum of all humanity; [who is] the potent warrior, who tramples his
enemies, who crushes all the adversaries; [who is] the disperser of the host of the haughty; [who is] the
king who always lived by [his] trust in the Great Gods, his lords; and captured all the lands himself, ruled
all their mountainous districts, [and] received their tribute; who takes hostages, who establishes victory
over all their lands.

[Summary of the Campaign] When Ashur, who selected me, who made my kingship great, entrusted his
merciless weapon into my lordly arms, | verily struck down the widespread troops of Lullumu with
weapons, during the battle encounter. As for the troops of the lands of Nairi, Habhu, Shubaru, and Nirbu,
| roared over them like Adad the destroyer, with the aid of Shamash and Adad, my helper gods. [| am] the
king who caused [the lands] from the other bank of the Tigris to the Lebanon and the Great Sea, the
whole of Laqu, and Suhu as far as Rapiqu, to submit; [who] himself conquered [the territory] from the
source of the Subnat River to Urartu; [who] annexed as my own territory [the area] from the pass of
Kirruru to Gilzanu, from the other bank of the Lower Zab to Til Bari which is upstream from Zaban, from
Til sha Abtani to Til sha Zabdani. | counted as my own people [those who occupy the territory] from the
pass of Babite to Hashmar. | set my resident [official]s in the lands over which | ruled [and imposed upon
them] obeisance and [forced labor].

[The King as Warrior and Protector of His People] [| am] Ashurnasirpal, the obedient prince, the
worshiper of the Great Gods, the fierce dragon, the conqueror of all cities and mountains to their full
extent, the king of rulers, who tames the dangerous enemies, the [one] crowned with glory, the [one]
unafraid of battle, the relentless lion, who shakes resistance, the king [deserving] of praise, the shepherd,
protection of the world, the king whose command blots out mountains and seas, who forced into
compliance the relentless, fierce kings from the east to the west at his very approach.

[The City] The former Kalhu, which Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, the lord my predecessor, builtd that
city was dilapidated and deserted. | built that city anew. As for my own captives from the lands over which
| ruledd those from Suhu, the whole of Laqu, Sirqu which is on the opposite bank of the Euphrates-
crossing, all Zamua, Bit Adini, and Hattu, and that of Lubarna of Hattinad | took and settled them therein.
| removed the ancient tell. | went down as far as the headwaters. | laid in 120 brick courses into the
depths. (From [the level of] the headwaters, | made a fill of 120 brick courses up to the top.)

[The Palace] | built thereon [a palace with] halls of cedar, cypress, juniper, boxwood, teak, terebinth, and
tamarisk [?] as my royal dwelling and for the enduring leisure life of my lordship. Beasts of the mountains
and the seas, which | had fashioned out of white limestone and alabaster, | had set up in its gates. | made
[the palace] fittingly imposing. | bordered them all around with bronze studs. | mounted doors of cedar,
cypress, juniper, and terebinth in its gates. Silver, gold, tin, bronze, iron, my own booty from the lands
over which | ruled, as much as possible, | brought [to the palace]; | placed it all therein.
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Theology Elements of the Assyrian World:

1. AKing who is a Priest: The union of two offices into one; note that in Egypt it was likewise. In
Israel, however, there was a separation of offices, even as the King was the great builder and
protector of the temple.

2. Winged Creatures to Guard the Entrance

3. Language that is Larger Than Life i Compare Isaiah 13.

Stop 6: Persepolis
The Persian Empire

Tribute bearers

—t

TURKMENISTAN \\

Caspian
Sea

IRAN AFGHANIS

IRAQ

@ Persepolis

Malachi 1° A son honors hisather, and servants their master. If then | am a father, where is the

honor due me? And if | am a master, where is the respect due me? dayrlod hosts to you,

O priests, who despise my name. Y8yoffsigy, AHow
pol l uted food on my altar. AnrBgthigkmgithasttey, @A How h
Lorods t abl e mdWhemhyou offer Islipdiarsineal$ in sacrifice, is that not wrong?

And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not wrong? Try presenting that to your
governor; will he be pleased with you ¢rosv you favor? says tHeoRD of hosts.
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Achaemenid dynasty, 55330 BC

Achaemenes, founder of the dynasty, king of Persia.

Teispes of Anshan, his son, king of Persia, king of Anshan, died 640.

Cyrus | of Anshan, son of Teispes, king of Anshagb880

Canbyses | of Anshan, his son, king of Ansharg589.

Cyrus Il the Great, his son, king of Anshan;529. He conquered the Median Empire in 550
and established the Persian Empgrestablished the Persian Empire and ruled it from ¢&52®.

Ezra 1in the frst year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word oLtbeD
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplishedlthwD stirred up the spirit of
King Cyrus of Persia so that he sent a herald throughout all his kingdom, and also
in a written edict delared:
iThus says King Cyrus of
LorbD, the God of heaven, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth, and he has
charged me to build him a house at
Jerusalem in JudahAny of those among
you who are of his peopgdemay their God
be with then!d are now permitted to go up
to Jerusalem in Judah, and rebuild the house didir®, the God of
IsraeB he is the God who is in Jerusaléhand let all survivors, in
whatever place they reside, be assisted by the people of their place with
silver and gtd, with goods and with animals, besides freewill offerings
for the house of God in Jerusal em. o
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