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Welcome to the Nelson-Atkins Art Museum 

This booklet is a companion for our tour of the museum. Our goal is to explore the museumΩǎ ancient 

collection of artifacts in order to discover where ancient cultures and scripture meet.  Ancient cultures 

consist of architecture, temples, kings, roads, horses, land, farming, trade, money, jewelry, clothing, 

pottery, writing, history, covenants, and all the rest, and feed into Biblical studies.  As we pay close 

attention to these details ς even the details fouƴŘ ƛƴ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ς we will be 

observing ancient norms and patterns ς and these shed light on the sacred texts.  Our Bible is a written 

record, birthed in the context of the various periods represented in the Nelson-Atkins Museum.  

 Moses was raised Egyptian, Abraham was from Ur, Judah was in Babylon, Jesus lived under Roman rule, 

and the church finds itself scattered throughout the whole world.  In each instance, those varied 

backgrounds inform and contribute to our understanding of God, his Word, and his people. 

The conviction behind this tour is that the culture re-discovered by archaeology is an illuminating ray 

that shines on the pages of Scripture.   The Bible is the inerrant and authoritative Word of God, and 

historical studies help us to hear and interpret that Word as we seek to enjoy our Triune God by it. 

Getting our bearings  

In this Tour, we will be working from Three Conceptual Sets of Maps:  

Map #1:  The Physical World, Lands and Geography  

Map #2:  The History of Kings, Kingdoms, Peoples and Ideas 

Map #3:  Redemption 

Along the way, you need to keep in mind where we are on each of the Three Maps, as it were, especially 

as we discuss the relationship of DƻŘΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ Redemption, to world Geography and the rise and fall 

of Kings and Kingdoms.  The map of Redemption is the one that all others server, and it divides world 

history into epochs:  From Garden-Creation to ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ DƻŘ, from the Garden-Attack to 

Noah, from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses and the Exodus, from the Exodus to Captivity 

and Babylonian Exile, from Persia to Rome, from Rome and 2nd Temple Judaism to the Cross.  And it is 

from Cross to Empty tomb that the great division is established between the Old and New Covenant.  

We will move from most ancient to most recent, as follows: 

¶ Abraham in Ur 

¶  Israel in Egypt  

¶ The Exodus 

¶ Israel and the Divided Kingdom in Canaan 

¶ Judah returning from Captivity 

¶ Judah before the time of Jesus 

¶ Christianity in the Roman World 

¶ Medieval Christianity 

¶ Christianity Today and Post-Modern Worldviews 
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Pre-Tour Briefing   

Ur Jewelry  and Abraham  
The relevant artifacts have been moved from the Nelson Museum, but I leave this section in place as we 

ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ Egypt. 

 

 

 

Kneeling Deity from Lagash, 2125 BC 

 

Foundation Peg: The god holds the 

temple in place.   
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[ŀƎŀǎƘΥ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ 

 

 

 

Genesis 11 
27 

Now these are the 

descendants of Terah. Terah was the 

father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran; 

and Haran was the father of Lot. 
28 

Haran died before his father Terah in 

the land of his birth, in Ur of the 

Chaldeans. 
29 

Abram and Nahor took 

wives; the name of Abramôs wife was 

Sarai, and the name of Nahorôs wife 

was Milcah. She was the daughter of 

Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 
30 

Now Sarai was barren; she had no 

child. 
31 

Terah took his son Abram 

and his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abramôs wife, and 

they went out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan; but when they 

came to Haran, they settled there. 
32 

The days of Terah were two hundred five years; and Terah 

died in Haran. 
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!ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ 4ÒÉÐ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÅÒÔÉÌÅ #ÒÅÓÃÅÎÔ 
 

Stephen, as he appeals to 

the story of the Kingdom of 

God, he goes back to 

Abraham: 

Acts 7:1 Then the high 

priest asked him, ñAre 

these things so?ò 
2 
And 

Stephen replied:  ñBrothers 

and fathers, listen to me. 

The God of glory appeared 

to our ancestor Abraham 

when he was in 

Mesopotamia, before he 

lived in Haran, 
3 
and said 

to him, óLeave your 

country and your relatives 

and go to the land that I will show you.ô 
4 
Then he left the country of the Chaldeans and settled in 

Haran. After his father died, God had him move from there to this country in which you are now 

living. 
5 
He did not give him any of it as a heritage, not even a footôs length, but promised to give 

it to him as his possession and to his descendants after him, even though he had no child. 
6 
And 

God spoke in these terms, that his descendants would be resident aliens in a country belonging to 

others, who would enslave them and mistreat them during four hundred years.  

 

History is explained in Redemptive 

Epochs, including the Call of Abraham 

and the Time of Egyptian Slavery. 
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Lower 

Egypt  

Upper 

Egypt  

Egypt: The Two Lands  
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Stop 1. Israel in Egypt: Nefertiti, Akhenaten  (Amenhotep IV) 
 

Queen Nefertiti: 1370BC -1330BC 

 

Nefertiti was wife of Pharaoh Amenhotep IV, whose name means Amen is satisfied.  Amen/Amun was 

worshiped in Thebes (the powerbase of the priests). 

Religious Renovations 

Amenhotep IV takes the name, 

Akenaten ό!ǘŜƴ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

sunέ) and moves capital from Thebes 

to Akhetaten (Amarna).  The new city 

was soon demolished and 

abandoned. 

1. Polytheism 

2. Henotheism (worship of one 

god, while accepting that 

others can worship other 

gods). 

3. Monolatry (accepts existence 

of other gods, but only one is 

worthy of worship) 

4. Monotheism (belief in one 

deity) 



7 
 

A City and a Cache of Clay Tablets (the Amarna Letters) 

Providentially, this period, this city (its abandonment) and the resulting excavations have granted us 

great insight into Canaan (and the Habiru).  This introduction  ˯ bˏy {ƘƭƻƳƻ LȊǊΩŜƭ ƻŦ ¢Ŝƭ !ǾƛǾ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ, 

the model is from the University of Cambridge, www.AmarnaProject.com.  

The Amarna tablets are named after the site Tell el - Amarna (in middle Egypt) 

where they were discovered. The first Amarna tablets were found  by local 

inhabitants in 1887. They form the majority of the corpus. Subsequent 

excavations 

at the site 

have yielded 

less than 50 

out of the 

382 itemized 

tablets and 

fragments 

which form 

the Amarna 

corpus known 

to date.   

The majority 

of the Amarna 

tablets are 

letters. 

These letters 

were sent to 

the Egyptian 

Pharaohs 

Amenophis III 

and his son Akhenaten around the middle of the 14th century B.C. The 

correspondents were kings of Babylonia, Assyria, Hatti and Mitanni, minor 

kings and rulers of the Near East at that time, and vassals of the Egyptian 

Empire.   

Almost immediately following their discovery, the Amarna tablets were 

deciphered, studied and published. Their importance as a major source for the 

knowledge of the history and politics of the Ancient Near Ea st during the 

14th Century B.C. was recognized. The tablets presented several difficulties 

to scholars. The Amarna tablets are written in Akkadian cuneiform script and 

present many features which are peculiar and unknown from any other Akkadian 

dialect. Th is was most evident in the letters sent from Canaan, which were 

written in a mixed language (Canaanite - Akkadian). The Amarna letters from 

Canaan have proved to be the most important source for the study of the 

Canaanite dialects in the pre - Israelite period .   
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A Letter from Abdu-Heba of Jerusalem (EA 286) 

To the king, my Lord, thus speaks Abdu-Heba, your servant. 

At the feet of the king, my Lord, seven times and seven times I 

prostrate myself. What have I done to the king, my Lord? They 

blame me before the king, my Lord, saying: " Abdu-Heba has 

rebelled against the king, my Lord ". I am here, as far as I am 

concerned, it was not my father, nor my mother, who put to me 

in this position; the arm of the powerful king lead me to the 

house of my father! Why would I commit a transgression 

against the king, my Lord. 

While the king, my Lord, lives, I will say to the commissioner 

of the king, my Lord: " Why do you favour the Hapiru and are 

opposed to the rulers? " And thus I am accused before the king, 

my Lord. Because it is said: " Lost are the territories of the king, 

my Lord ". Thus am I calumniated before the king, my Lord! 

But may the king, my Lord know, that, when the king sent a 

garrison, Yanhamu [The Egyptian commissioner in Palestine] 

seized everything, and... the land of Egypt... Oh king, my Lord, there are no garrison troops here! 

(Therefore), the king takes care of his land! May the king take care of his land! ! All the 

territories of the king have rebelled; Ilimilku caused the loss of all the territories of the king. May 

the king take care of his land! 

I repeat: 

Allow me 

to enter 

the 

presence 

of the 

king, my 

Lord, and 

let me 

look into 

both eyes 

of the 

king, my 

Lord. But 

the 

hostility 

against 

me is strong, and I cannot enter the presence of the king, my Lord. May t  he king send garrison 

troops, in order that I may enter and look into the eyes of the king, my Lord. So certain as the 

king, my Lord, lives, when the commissioners come, I will say: Lost are the territories of the 

king. Do you not hear to me? All the rulers are lost; the king, my Lord, does not have a single 



9 
 

ruler left. May the king direct his attention to the archers, and may the king, my Lord, send 

troops of archers, the king has no more lands. The Hapiru sack the territories of the king. If there 

are archers (here) this year, all the territories of the king will remain (intact); but if there are no 

archers, the territories of the king, my Lord, will be lost! 

To the king, my Lord thus writes Abdu-Heba, your servant. He conveys eloquent words to the 

king, my Lord. All the territories of the king, my Lord, are lost. 

 

Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten (d.1334)   Tutankhaten: Tutankamen (1341ς1323) 
Heretic King      Tutankaten Defender of Orthodoxy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop 2:   Ramases and The Exodus  
 

19th Dynasty Pharaoh   Dates 

Ramesses I     1292 - 1290 
Seti I      1290 - 1279 
Ramesses II the Great   1279 - 1213 
Merneptah όάLǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ {ŜŜŘέύ  1213 ς 1203 
Amenmesse     1203 - 1199 
Seti II      1199 - 1193 
Siptah      1193 - 1187 
Twosret     1187 ς 1185 
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But when was the Exodus?  
 

Option 1: The Exodus Under Rameses? 

Exodus 1:
8 
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 

9 
He said to 

his people, ñLook, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than 

we. 
10 

Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of 

war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.ò 
11 

Therefore 

they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply 

cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 
12 

But the more they were oppressed, the 

more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 

Option 2: Under Thutmose III?  

 

1 Kings 6:
  
In the 480th year after the people of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in 

the 4th year of Solomonôs reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second 

month, he began to build the house of the YAHWEH. 

 

1. Solomon reigned from 970 BC - 928BC  

2. The 4
th
 year of his reign = 967 BC 

3. 480 years earlier = 1447 BC 

 

18
th
 Dynasty Pharaoh   Dates of Reign 

Ahmose I (Nebpehtyre)   1550 BC ï 1525 BC 

Amenhotep I (Djeserkare)   1525 BC ï 1504 BC 

Thutmose I (Akheperkare)   1504 BC ï 1492 BC 

Thutmose II Akheperenre)   1492 BC ï 1479 BC 

Thutmose III (Menkheperre)  1479 BC ï 1425 BC 

Hatshepsut (Maatkare)   1479 BC ï 1457 BC 

Amenhotep II (Akheperure)   1427 BC ï 1401 BC 

Thutmose IV (Menkheperure)  1401 BC ï 1391 BC 

Amenhotep III (Nebmaatre)   1391 BC ï 1353 BC 

Akhenaten (Neferkheperure-waenre)  1353 BC ï 1334 BC 

Smenkhkare (Ankhkheperure)  1336 BC ï 1334 BC 

Tutankhamun (Nebkheperure)  1334 BC ï 1325 BC 

Kheperkheprure Ay    1325 BC ï 1321 BC 

Horemheb (Djeserkheperure)  1321 BC ï 1292 BC 
 

Option 3: Ahmose I/Amenhotep I ? 
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Acts 13: ñYou Israelites, and others who fear God, listen. 
17 

The God of this people 

Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great during their stay in the land of 

Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 
18 

For about forty years he put up 

with them in the wilderness. 
19 

After he had destroyed seven nations in the land of 

Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance 
20 

for about four hundred fifty 

years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet Samuel. 
21 

Then 

they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 

Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. 
22 

When he had removed him, he made David 

their king. In his testimony about him he said, óI have found David, son of Jesse, to be 

a man after my heart, who will carry out all my wishes. 

David (~1000 BC) + SaulΩǎ wŜƛƎƴ όплύ + Before the Judges (450 ) + Judges (???) + Wilderness (40) 

1000 + 40 + 450 + ??? + 40 =  1000 + 490 + 40 = 1000 + 530 = 1530 

What takes precedence: Numbers or Names?  

Note: 480 = 40 * 12;  

LXX has 460 

 

Stop 3: Hieroglyphs : Translating Meteti  and Ramases 

Introduction to Hieroglyphs  
 

  Translating Ramases: See attached worksheets with translation exercises  
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Stop 4: Superior Technology and the Rise of Assyrian Dominance  
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Step 5: Ashurnasirpa II ɀ Israel Prepares for Assyria  
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 Isaiah 6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw 

the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. 
2 
Seraphs were in 

attendance above him; each had six wings: with two 

they covered their faces, and with two they covered 

their feet, and with two they flew. 
3 
And one called 

to another and said:  ñHoly, holy, holy is the LORD 

of hosts;  the whole earth is full of his glory.ò  

4 
The foundation/pivots on the thresholds shook at 

the voices of those who called, and the house filled 

with smoke. 
5 
And I said: ñWoe is me! I am lost, for 

I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 

King, the LORD of hosts!ò  
6 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a 

live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 

pair of tongs. 
7 
The seraph touched my mouth with it 

and said: ñNow that this has touched your lips, your 

guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.ò 
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Assyrian Kings 
 

Adad-nirari II   912 - 891 BC 

Tukulti-Ninurta II  891 - 884 BC 

Ashur-nasir-pal II  884 - 859 BC 

Shalmaneser III   859 - 824 BC   
First Assyrian king to come in conflict with Israel.  Ahab 
fought him.  Jehu paid tribute to him 

 

Shamshi-Adad V   822 - 811 BC 

Shammu-ramat  811 - 808 BC (regent) 

Adad-nirari III   811 - 783 BC 

Shalmaneser IV   783 - 773 BC 

Ashur-Dan III   773 - 755 BC 

Ashur-nirari V   755 - 745 BC 

Tiglath-Pileser III   745 - 727 BC 
"Pul" He carried North Israel into captivity, 734 B.C. 
Isaiah 7; II Kings 15:19-20 

Shalmaneser V   727 - 709 BC 
Besieged Samaria and died in the siege. 

Sargon II    722 - 705 BC (Co-regency with Shalmaneser V) 
Completed destruction of Samaria and Israel's captivity. 
Sargon I was a Babylonian King of 2000 years earlier. II 
Kings 17:5. Massive deportation of people who refuse 
to be good vassals. Isaiah 20:1 (University of Chicago!) 

Sennacherib   705 - 681 BC 
Burned Babylon (II Chron. 32). Defeated by an angel 
before Jerusalem in 701 B.C. (Isaiah 37:33-38) 

 

Esarhaddon   681 - 669 BC 
Rebuilt Babylon. Conquered Egypt (Nahum 3). Was one 
of the greatest of Assyrian kings. Isaiah 37:38 

 
 

  



16 
 

Ashurnasirpal II 

Great King of Assyria:  Builder of Nimrud (Calah) 

Nimrud is the Arabic name.  The ancient name was Calah, or Kalah.  The Arabs called it Nimrud after 

Nimrod, the mighty hunter we read of in scripture, father of Ashur (Assur), the whose name explains 

why Assyrians are called Assyrians. 

 

Genesis 10 

1 
These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth; sons were born 

to them after the flood. 
2 
The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 

3 
The 

sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 
4 
The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, 

Kittim, and Dodanim. 
5 
From these the coastland peoples spread. These are the sons of 

Japheth in their lands, each with his own language, by their families, in their nations. 
6 
The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 

7 
The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, 

Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 
8 
Cush became the 

father of Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 
9 
He was a mighty hunter 

before the LORD; therefore it is said, ñLike Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.ò 
10 

The 

beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, and Accad, all of them in the land of Shinar. 
11 

From that land he went into Assyria, and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah [modern name: 

Nimrud /Nimr od], and 
12 

Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 
13 

Egypt 

became the father of Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naph-tuhim, 
14 

Pathrusim, Casluhim 

(whence came the Philistines), and Caphtorim. 
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This next picture shows the entrance to AǎƘǳǊƴŀǎƛǊǇŀƭ LLΩs Abode (this was painted by Frederick Cooper, 

1850).  

 

An inscription was carved across the surface of each of the large stone relief panels that lined the 
walls of the Northwest Palace. This text is now called the Standard Inscription because it is repeated with 
only minor variations on each slab. It is written from left to right in the Neo-Assyrian dialect of Akkadian, a 
Semitic language. The wedge-shaped script is known as cuneiform, after the Latin word cuneus 
("wedge"). Each of the cuneiform signs denotes an individual syllable. The Standard Inscription describes 
the reign of Ashurnasirpal II, his role as the priest and ruler chosen by the gods, his royal lineage, 
successful military campaigns, and the royal building activity in the city of Kalhu (Nimrud). Throughout the 
text, Ashurnasirpal is lauded as the invincible ruler of Assyria, the king of the world. The translation that 
follows is adapted from Samuel M. Paley, King of the World: Ashurnasirpal II of Assyria 883ï859 B.C. 

(New York: The Brooklyn Museum, 1976), pp. 125ï44.   

 
(Ashurnasirpal) 
 

(The Great King) 
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[Location] The palace of Ashurnasirpal, 

 

[Lineage of the King] chief priest of Ashur, the chosen one of Enlil and Ninurta, the favorite of Anu and 

Dagan, the divine weapon of the Great Gods, the potent king, the king of the world, the king of Assyria; 

the son of Tukulti-Ninurta, the great king, the potent king, the king of the world, the king of Assyria; the 

son of Adad-nirari, the king of the world, the king of Assyria;  

 

[The Heroic Warrior] the powerful warrior who always lived by [his trust] in Ashur, his lord; who has no 

rival among the princes of the four quarters of the earth; [who is] the shepherd of his people, fearless in 

battle, the overpowering tidewater who has no opponent; [who is] the king, subjugator of the 

unsubmissive, who rules the total sum of all humanity; [who is] the potent warrior, who tramples his 

enemies, who crushes all the adversaries; [who is] the disperser of the host of the haughty; [who is] the 

king who always lived by [his] trust in the Great Gods, his lords; and captured all the lands himself, ruled 

all their mountainous districts, [and] received their tribute; who takes hostages, who establishes victory 

over all their lands.  

 

[Summary of the Campaign] When Ashur, who selected me, who made my kingship great, entrusted his 

merciless weapon into my lordly arms, I verily struck down the widespread troops of Lullumu with 

weapons, during the battle encounter. As for the troops of the lands of Nairi, Habhu, Shubaru, and Nirbu, 

I roared over them like Adad the destroyer, with the aid of Shamash and Adad, my helper gods. [I am] the 

king who caused [the lands] from the other bank of the Tigris to the Lebanon and the Great Sea, the 

whole of Laqu, and Suhu as far as Rapiqu, to submit; [who] himself conquered [the territory] from the 

source of the Subnat River to Urartu; [who] annexed as my own territory [the area] from the pass of 

Kirruru to Gilzanu, from the other bank of the Lower Zab to Til Bari which is upstream from Zaban, from 

Til sha Abtani to Til sha Zabdani. I counted as my own people [those who occupy the territory] from the 

pass of Babite to Hashmar. I set my resident [official]s in the lands over which I ruled [and imposed upon 

them] obeisance and [forced labor].  

 

[The King as Warrior and Protector of His People] [I am] Ashurnasirpal, the obedient prince, the 

worshiper of the Great Gods, the fierce dragon, the conqueror of all cities and mountains to their full 

extent, the king of rulers, who tames the dangerous enemies, the [one] crowned with glory, the [one] 

unafraid of battle, the relentless lion, who shakes resistance, the king [deserving] of praise, the shepherd, 

protection of the world, the king whose command blots out mountains and seas, who forced into 

compliance the relentless, fierce kings from the east to the west at his very approach.  

 

[The City] The former Kalhu, which Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, the lord my predecessor, builtðthat 

city was dilapidated and deserted. I built that city anew. As for my own captives from the lands over which 

I ruledðthose from Suhu, the whole of Laqu, Sirqu which is on the opposite bank of the Euphrates-

crossing, all Zamua, Bit Adini, and Hattu, and that of Lubarna of HattinaðI took and settled them therein. 

I removed the ancient tell. I went down as far as the headwaters. I laid in 120 brick courses into the 

depths. (From [the level of] the headwaters, I made a fill of 120 brick courses up to the top.)  

 

[The Palace] I built thereon [a palace with] halls of cedar, cypress, juniper, boxwood, teak, terebinth, and 

tamarisk [?] as my royal dwelling and for the enduring leisure life of my lordship. Beasts of the mountains 

and the seas, which I had fashioned out of white limestone and alabaster, I had set up in its gates. I made 

[the palace] fittingly imposing. I bordered them all around with bronze studs. I mounted doors of cedar, 

cypress, juniper, and terebinth in its gates. Silver, gold, tin, bronze, iron, my own booty from the lands 

over which I ruled, as much as possible, I brought [to the palace]; I placed it all therein. 
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Theology Elements of the Assyrian World:  

1. A King who is a Priest:  The union of two offices into one; note that in Egypt it was likewise.  In 

Israel, however, there was a separation of offices, even as the King was the great builder and 

protector of the temple.  
2. Winged Creatures to Guard the Entrance 
3. Language that is Larger Than Life ï Compare Isaiah 13. 

Stop 6: Persepolis  
The Persian Empire 

Tribute bearers  

 

Malachi 1:6 
A son honors his father, and servants their master. If then I am a father, where is the 

honor due me? And if I am a master, where is the respect due me? says the LORD of hosts to you, 

O priests, who despise my name. You say, ñHow have we despised your name?ò 
7 
By offering 

polluted food on my altar. And you say, ñHow have we polluted it?ò  By thinking that the 

LORDôs table may be despised. 
8 
When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not wrong? 

And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not wrong? Try presenting that to your 

governor; will he be pleased with you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. 
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Achaemenid dynasty, 550ς330 BC 
1. Achaemenes, founder of the dynasty, king of Persia. 

2. Teispes of Anshan, his son, king of Persia, king of Anshan, died 640. 

3. Cyrus I of Anshan, son of Teispes, king of Anshan 640ς580. 

4. Cambyses I of Anshan, his son, king of Anshan 580ς559. 

5. Cyrus II the Great, his son, king of Anshan 559ς529. He conquered the Median Empire in 550 

and established the Persian Empire ς established the Persian Empire and ruled it from 550ς529. 

 

Ezra 1: In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of the LORD 

by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 

King Cyrus of Persia so that he sent a herald throughout all his kingdom, and also 

in a written edict declared:  
2 
ñThus says King Cyrus of Persia: The 

LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all 

the kingdoms of the earth, and he has 

charged me to build him a house at 

Jerusalem in Judah. 
3 
Any of those among 

you who are of his peopleðmay their God 

be with them!ðare now permitted to go up 

to Jerusalem in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of 

Israelðhe is the God who is in Jerusalem; 
4 
and let all survivors, in 

whatever place they reside, be assisted by the people of their place with 

silver and gold, with goods and with animals, besides freewill offerings 

for the house of God in Jerusalem.ò  

 
 


